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COVER: Sen. Dale Bumpers poses with
students at an April 14 luncheon in his
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T

he Arkansas Alumni Association has been the keeper of University of
Arkansas traditions for more than 130 years. The mission is simple: to
serve our alumni and to promote the University of Arkansas. You don’t have
to be a graduate; friends of the university are welcome to join.
Your membership not only benefits you; it also benefits the university
by supporting scholarships, student recruitment, Student Alumni Board,
Homecoming, reunions, faculty awards and more.
Take a minute to sign up today. Call one of the numbers below or check
our website for more information on joining or renewing your membership.

479-575-7758 • 1-888-275-2586

http://alumni.uark.edu
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Bumpers College
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Northwest

Suzanne Pennington, Fayetteville
Penny Storms, Fayetteville
n
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Boyce Johnson, Marion
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n

From the Dean
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Central

Taylor Adams, Little Rock
Kyle Moery, Carlisle
n

Southwest

Russell Burke, Hope
n

Southeast

Jerry Burkett, Stuttgart
Angela Waldrip, Moro
n

At Large

Leigh Ann Bullington, McCrory
Matthew Mason, Claremore, Okla.
Scott Mason, Jonesboro, President
Belinda Mayo, Springdale
Ron Rainey, Little Rock
Immediate Past President
n

AAA Board

Mike Macechko, Director, AAA
Glenyce Feeney, Little Rock
Anthony McAdoo, Fayetteville
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Michael E. Vayda, Dean, 		
Bumpers College, and Associate
Vice President–Academic Programs,
Division of Agriculture
Trina Holman, Director,
DBCAFLS Alumni Society
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The Graduate is published for
alumni and friends of the Dale
Bumpers College of Agricultural,
Food and Life Sciences and the
University of Arkansas Division
of Agriculture. Send alumni
news and other correspondence
to Trina Holman, Bumpers
College Alumni Society, AFLS
E108, University of Arkansas,
Fayetteville, AR 72701.

Michael E. Vayda

Dean and
Associate Vice President
– Academic Programs

Dear Alumni,
Thank you for the wonderful support you have demonstrated this year for
advancing the student experience! Your generosity has enabled students to complete their education in Bumpers College — an education centered on real-world,
project-based experiences that have positioned our graduates for professional careers
in the food and agricultural industries, in environmental sustainability and in sectors
that enhance human health and quality of life. We deeply appreciate your faith in us
and faith in our students as the future leaders who will ensure the economic vitality
of Arkansas and the nation.
This was an exciting year. Our Alumni Society Board has been active sponsoring energizing events for both current students and alumni. I am grateful to have
their energy in support for delightful activities such as the Fall Alumni Tailgate, the
Homecoming game and the recent Senior Celebration. The board has been busily
planning an expanded repertoire of events for the 2011-2012 academic year, and we
look forward to your participation and welcoming you back home.
I am pleased for the generous engagement of our Outstanding Alumnus for
2011, Dr. Harold Schmitz, class of ’87, and our Outstanding Young Alumna,
Fran B. Free, BS ’01 MS ’08. Harold was on campus earlier this year to meet with
students and share his perspective as senior vice president at Mars, Inc., on the
enormous professional career opportunities open to them through their experiences
in Bumpers College and the value of internships and problem-based team projects
in enhancing their competitive edge for professional jobs in the global marketplace.
Fran also shared her personal experiences as president and founder of Oh Baby
Foods, Inc., at three college events this year. I am overwhelmed by the wonderful
support of alumni such as Harold and Fran.
Finally, I thank Senator Dale Bumpers and his friend and colleague, Senator
David Pryor, for sharing their experiences with our students. The commemoration
of the fifteenth anniversary of the naming of the college was an excellent opportunity to highlight the missions of our college and the Division of Agriculture. It
allowed us to focus on our commitment to providing the highest quality education,
research and community outreach in maintaining the international prominence of
Arkansas food and agricultural industries, in environmental stewardship and in family wellness and improving human quality of life.
What better way to congratulate the class of 2011 than celebrating the commencement of their careers that will “make a difference” for us all? Graduates, you
inspire us!

479-575-2179
Fax: 479-575-7273
E-mail: tfholman@uark.edu
Editor: Howell Medders
Designer: Judy Howard
Photographers and writers:
Howell Medders and Fred Miller
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Lona Robertson named
Associate Dean of
Bumpers College

Dear Alumni

Scott Mason

President, DBCAFLS
Alumni Society

I

really enjoy traveling to Northwest Arkansas during the spring
of the year and especially to the Fayetteville campus. Everything
is green and new. Although on my most recent trip I spent a
good bit of time dodging storms and carefully picking my route
due to flooding, I still enjoyed my visit. The purpose of my trip
was to attend the annual DBCAFLS Alumni Society Senior Celebration.
Most graduating seniors have a lot on their minds during this
time of the year, whether it is finishing up final projects, interviewing for jobs or preparing for graduate school. I definitely
remember my final days as a student; I was working furiously to
graduate with much anticipation of making “real” money, leaving
Fayetteville and starting my life. I was tired of studying, test taking, meeting deadlines and living what seemed like a life in limbo.
After graduating and becoming employed, I realized I still had
to be prepared, take tests and meet deadlines; they were just different in nature and sometimes more stressful. It didn’t take me long
to appreciate the good times I had in Fayetteville, and I began to
look for opportunities to return as often as possible. I also noticed
that my degree from the U of A and contacts I made while at
school weighed heavily in my ability to find employment and make
“real” money. This was the message I hoped that the graduating
seniors who attended the Senior Celebration took from the event.
About 45 seniors attended the Senior Celebration. We had
originally planned for a tailgate event at a Razorback baseball
game. However, due to stormy weather the game was cancelled,
and we were forced indoors. We still had a good time eating, fellowshipping and discussing the seniors’ future plans. We also gave
away several door prizes donated by local businesses.
All graduating seniors are given an opportunity to accept a
free one-year membership to the Arkansas Alumni Association,
which automatically makes them members of the DBCAFLS
Alumni Society. We hope that they not only continue that membership in the future, but we also hope that they become involved
in the Alumni Society and recruit other students to the university.
I appreciate Trina Holman, our director, and board members
Suzanne Pennington, Penny Storms and Angela Waldrip for taking
the lead role in planning the event. Additional thanks go to the
Bumpers College Student Ambassadors for all of their hard work.
If you are like me and are interested in all things Razorback,
you won’t want to miss our annual fall tailgate event prior to the
Auburn game on October 8, 2011. It is always a good time to
reconnect with friends and old classmates. I look forward to seeing
you there. Go Hogs!
— Scott Mason, President, DBCAFLS Alumni Society
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D

ean Michael Vayda announced the
appointment of Lona J. Robertson as
associate dean of Bumpers College, effective
Feb. 16.
Robertson moved from
her teaching and research
position as associate professor and coordinator of the
Apparel Studies program in
the School of Human Environmental Sciences, which is
part of Bumpers College.
The former associLona J. Robertson
ate dean, Donna Graham,
returned to her previous faculty position as a
professor of Agricultural and Extension Education.
Vayda said, “I am pleased to welcome Dr.
Robertson to the administrative team that supports our faculty in providing the best possible
education for our students. She brings a wealth
of experience in academic program assessment,
faculty mentoring, curriculum development and
other areas.”
Robertson joined the University of Arkansas faculty in January 2006 after 11 years at
Oklahoma State University, including five years
as assistant dean for academic programs and
services in the OSU College of Human Environmental Sciences. She grew up in Indiana
and Florida. She has B.S. and M.S. degrees
from Florida State University and a doctorate in
education from Indiana University. n

Bumpers College staff members who are working
together on development, scholarships, alumni
relations and prospective student relations are, from
left, Trina Holman, Blake Bard, Laura Gamble and
Patti Sanders.
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Annual Fund donor gives back to U of A

B

ill Hawkins of Stuttgart, general manager of Ag-Pro Companies, and his
wife, Suzanne, donated $50,000 to Bumpers College through the University of Arkansas Annual Fund.
Hawkins graduated in 1964 with a B.S. degree in Natural
Sciences and returned to the family’s farm for two years before
taking a job with a John Deere dealership in southeast Arkansas.
“I’m just completing my forty-fifth year with John Deere,”
said Hawkins, who oversees seven dealerships in central and
eastern Arkansas.
“This was something we wanted to do; we were able to do
it, and we did it,” Hawkins said of the gift. “I have never lost
Bill Hawkins
my love of the land and farmers. We appreciate the work the
University of Arkansas has done in agriculture. It has enriched our life, and we
got to a place where we could give back and decided to do that.”
Blake Bard, Bumpers College director of development, said, “Bill and
Suzanne made an overwhelming annual gift that really afforded Bumpers College the ability to make the greatest and most immediate impact on its students.
The Annual Fund is crucial to the university’s overall success, and Bill and
Suzanne’s gift helps provide the margin of excellence for Bumpers College.”
“They took the initiative to access the university’s website to make a gift
and designate it to Bumpers College,” Bard said. “We know there are many
choices and needs today and the economy certainly has put more of a strain on
philanthropy than ever, and that’s why we celebrate this gift among many others that come unexpected and unsolicited. Bill and Suzanne are fine examples
of how an investment in the Annual Fund at the university is a perfect way to
make a difference in the lives of our students.” n

Blake Bard named Bumpers College
Development Director; Patti Sanders
named Scholarship Coordinator

B

lake Bard joined the Bumpers College staff in December as director of
development. He comes from Pittsburg State University in Pittsburg, Kan.,
where he was director of major gifts for the business college. He previously held
faculty and staff positions at Crowder Community College in Neosho, Mo.,
and is a native of Webb City, Mo.
Patti Sanders has been named scholarship coordinator and will also provide
administrative support for development and student recruiting. She had been
an administrative assistant in the Dean’s Office since August and was previously
an administrative assistant in the Department of Food Science. She received a
B.S. degree in Agricultural Business in 2008.
Dean Mike Vayda said the staff team for development, prospective student relations, scholarship administration and alumni affairs will function as
an administrative cluster to achieve synergy in related activities on behalf of
students, donors, alumni and faculty.
Laura Gamble, prospective students coordinator, provides leadership for
student recruiting.
Trina Holman, who served as alumni affairs coordinator, will focus on
alumni affairs and will serve as liaison for development and recruiting. n
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SCHOLARSHIP GOLFERS — Golfers
at the 11th Annual Poultry Science
Scholarship Golf Tournament included:
back row, left to right: Cody Gallagher,
Doug Yoho and Hunter Smith. Seated,
left to right: Katie McGehee and Katie
Evans.

Scholarship
tournament nets
more than $20,000

F

orty teams netted more than
$20,000 for scholarships during the
11th Annual Poultry Science Scholarship Golf Tournament April 19 at the
Springdale Country Club.
Major sponsors were CobbVantress, Tyson Foods and Arkansas
Farm Bureau. Hole sponsors were
Ajinomoto Heartland, LLC; ChickMaster; Cobb-Vantress; Evonik Industries;
Hubbard, Jamesway Incubator Company, Inc.; Novus International; ETW,
Enterprises, Aviagen; Bayer Animal
Health and F.P.E.C.
Other donors were AQ Chicken
House; SWEPCO; Viewpoint Resources,
LLC; Larry Singleton; Arkansas Alumni
Association; The Marriott, Fayetteville;
Embassy Suites; Clarion Inn; Penguin
Ed’s; Meyn; Gaston’s White River Resort
and the Center of Excellence for Poultry
Science.
Since the poultry tournament
started 11 years ago, more than
$190,000 has been raised through this
event for scholarships. n
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Bumpers College
mission embodies
Dale Bumpers legacy

V

alues Dale Bumpers represented as governor of Arkansas and a United States senator are embodied in the
mission of the Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural,
Food and Life Sciences at the University of Arkansas, Dean
Michael Vayda said April 14 during an observance of the
fifteenth anniversary of the re-naming of the college.
During a luncheon in the Janelle Y. Hembree Alumni
House, Vayda presented to Bumpers a replica of a historical
marker titled, “The Bumpers Legacy,” that will be erected
at the entrance to the Agricultural, Food and Life Sciences
Building on campus.
Vayda said the daylong observance was to help inform
a new generation of students about the Bumpers legacy. He
said the legacy embodies the college’s mission of education,
research and service to maintain the state’s international
prominence in food and agricultural industries, stewardship
of natural resources and enhancing quality of life for children, families and communities.
Bumpers’ name was officially added to that of the college by a resolution of the U of A Board of Trustees in July
1995. U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Daniel Glickman and
other dignitaries attended a dedication ceremony on April
15, 1996.
Other luncheon speakers were Sen. David Pryor, University of Arkansas Chancellor David Gearhart and U of A
System Vice President for Agriculture Mark Cochran.
Bumpers said the naming of the college for him “was
easily the greatest honor I have ever received other than being
elected governor and senator by the people of Arkansas.”

Sen. Dale Bumpers poses with Bumpers College students majoring
in Human Development and Family Sciences, Natasha Sturdevant,
who worked in orphanages in India on a summer internship, and
Ray Dominquez, who plans to sponsor an after-school program in
his hometown of Bainbridge, Ga., along with some professional
football players from Bainbridge. He is one of several Razorback
athletes in the major’s child development concentration.

Students visited with the namesake of their college during morning sessions that focused on their majors, service
programs, internships and international study experiences.
“Never back down from a challenge if it is something
you believe in,” Bumpers said to each group of students,
citing his successful first campaign for governor, which he
began with only one percent name recognition in the state.
Bumpers, 85, a Democrat who served as governor from
1971-1975 and U.S. senator from 1975-1999, was accompanied by his wife, Betty Bumpers. n

Arkansas Farm Bureau
Romeo Ennis Short
Scholarship Luncheon

D

onors and recipients of Arkansas Farm Bureau
Romeo E. Short Memorial Scholarships attended a
luncheon March 12 in the AFLS Atrium. ARFB Executive
Vice President Ewell Welch said the scholarship fund
has increased to a level that will allow the amount of
each scholarship to be increased from $2,000 to $2,200.
Pictured, from left, are ARFB Foundation board
member Jack Norton, Alyssa Pitts, Kayla Boling, Ewell
Welch, Tyler Clark, Emily Culver, Ryan Napier, Megan
Hamilton, Dax Deshazo, Famous Yang, Tyler Pendergraft, Amy Cofer, former AFB President Stanley Reed,
Romeo Edward Short and Dean Michael Vayda. n
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Don Tyson’s legacy endures

D

on Tyson of Springdale, under whose leadership Tyson Foods,
Inc., become a Fortune 500 company and the world’s largest
meat producer, died at his home Jan. 6 following a brief illness.
Don Tyson was an Animal Science major at the university — a
member of Sigma Nu fraternity, president of the Animal Industries
Club and a member of the Poultry Judging Team. In 1952, he left
his studies to help his father run his poultry company in Springdale
and became head of operations when he was 22. He was named
company president in 1966 and chief executive officer and chairman
of the board in 1967.
Tyson Foods and the Tyson family were major supporters for
development of the Center of Excellence for Poultry Science at
the University of Arkansas, which included construction of the
112,000-square-foot
John W. Tyson Building, among other
facilities, in 1995.
Don Tyson served on
the steering committee for the university’s
Campaign for the
Twenty-First Century.
Personal, corporate
and foundation gifts
made during the
campaign under the
Tyson Foods Chairman John Tyson and his
Tyson name totaled
father, Don Tyson, visit at the announcement of
more than $27 mila $7.5 million gift to the University of Arkansas
lion. n
in May 2005.

Murphy Foundation and Presqu’ile
Winery endow scholarship fund

M

adison Murphy, on behalf of the Murphy
Foundation of El Dorado, announced
a $25,000 endowment for a new scholarship
program for students who transfer from Northwest Arkansas Community College to complete a
four-year degree with a major in Food Science or
Food, Human Nutrition and Hospitality.
The gift was announced during a luncheon
March 29 at Ella’s Restaurant in the Inn at
Carnall Hall, at which Murphy unveiled the new
Madison Murphy
Presqu’ile wine brand. The Murphy family owns
the Presqu’ile Winery in the Santa Maria Valley in California.
In addition to the Murphy Foundation donation, Presqu’ile
committed $250 in the name of each organization at the luncheon
to a fund for students transferring from NWACC to complete a fouryear degree program in Bumpers College. The two programs are
developing a collaborative degree plan. n

Spring/Summer 2011

Three veteran faculty
members retire in June

T

hree veteran Bumpers College faculty members are retiring in June, Professor Carl L.
Griffis, Biological and Agricultural Engineering;
Lawrence R. “Dick” Oliver, University Professor,
Crop, Soil, and Environmental Sciences; and
Lucas D. Parsch, Associate Professor, Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness.
Carl Griffis joined the
University of Arkansas faculty in 1968 and served as
head of the Department of
Biological and Agricultural
Engineering from 1992 to
1997. He taught engineering design, electronics in
biological systems and
food processing courses.
Griffis conducted extenCarl L. Griffis
sive research in machine
visioning and bio-sensing, detection and
destruction of food-borne pathogens, and other
technologies to enhance food safety and food
processing efficiency. He has B.S. and M.S.
degrees in Chemical Engineering and a Ph.D.
degree in Engineering, all from the U of A.
Dick Oliver has held
the Elms Farming-Richard
S. Barnett Jr. Chair for Weed
Science since 1995. The
University of Arkansas Weed
Team he coached won
first place in 24 of the 30
years of the Southern Weed
Contest. He taught and
conducted research in weed
biology, weed interference
Lawrence R.
and weed control in soy“Dick” Oliver
bean, corn, grain sorghum
and wheat. He has B.S. and
M.S. degrees in Agronomy from the University
of Arkansas and a Ph.D. degree in Plant Physiology (weed science) from Purdue University in
Indiana. He joined the University of Arkansas
faculty in 1972.
Luke Parsch’s research
and teaching have focused
on farm management and
production economics. His
research has included cropland rental arrangements and
risk-returns analysis for cropping systems. He participated
in a number of international
agriculture projects, was a
Lucas D. Parsch
member of the University of
Arkansas Teaching Academy and served as the
department’s graduate program coordinator. He
has B.A. and M.S. degrees from the University
of Wisconsin-Madison and a Ph.D. degree from
Michigan State University. He joined the University of Arkansas faculty in 1982. n
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B

umpers College majors prepare students for careers addressing some of
the most pressing and exciting issues
of our time in the food and agricultural
industries, in environmental sustainability
and in sectors that enhance human health
and quality of life. A video series on the
Bumpers College website, “Why Are You
Here? Where Are You Going?”, features
students talking about their majors and
career goals. A student from each major is
listed below.

Agricultural Business
Graduates are prepared for careers
as leaders in the business, financial, legal,
agricultural and environmental communities.
Meghan Ness, a junior from Joplin,
Mo., was active in FFA in high school,
which led her to an agribusiness major.
During a Study Abroad experience in
Scotland, Meghan worked at Scotch
whiskey distilleries in the Highlands and in
Edinburgh. She plans to pursue a master’s
degree in agricultural business as further
preparation for a career in the Scotch whiskey industry.

Agricultural Education,
Communication and Technology

Graduates are prepared for careers in
production management, commodity management and promotion, marketing, food
processing, banking and finance, quality
control, allied industries sales and service,
research and extension. A pre-veterinary
medicine option prepares students for
veterinary school.
Daniel Keeton, a senior from Mountainburg, is a member of Farm House,
a fraternity whose members are mostly
Bumpers College students. His career goals
include working in the livestock industry
and with people, possibly in the extension
service or in marketing.

Apparel Studies
Graduates are grounded in the art,
science and business of clothing and
textiles related to fashion merchandising,
product development, brand management,
quality assurance and general clothing and
textiles.
Clay Sasfai of Benton says his major
is preparing him for a wide range of career
options in the fashion industry. He works
at Mason’s apparel store in Fayetteville and
went to Paris and London in May on a twoweek study tour with 30 other students. His
career goal is a creative design position in
fashion marketing or set design.

Graduates are prepared for careers as
agricultural education teachers, extension
and industry educators/trainers, agricultural
communicators, technology specialists,
and production and processing managers,
among others.
Megan Crudup of Kansas City, a senior
in the communications concentration, will
pursue a career in marketing and public
relations. She has had student internships
with the American Paint Horse Association in Ft. Worth and Tyson Foods, Inc., in
Springdale.

Biological Engineering
(Joint major with College of Engineering)

Graduates are prepared to apply
engineering to biological systems. Careers
include medical technology, micro and
nano-technology, food processing, biomaterials and ecological systems design,
management and remediation.
Kris Bunnell, a Ph.D. student from
Chelsea, Okla., is conducting research on
pretreatment of switchgrass for creating
bioethanol. His career goals include working in the bioenergy industry and possibly
a university faculty position in the future.

Crop Management
A strong science background and
practical education prepares graduates
for a wide range of careers involving the
production and marketing of agricultural
commodities. Graduates pursue careers in
agricultural and allied industries, public
agencies and education.
Bryan Kennedy of Collierville, Tenn.,
is a senior with a minor in Pest Management. He has been a student intern for
BASF agricultural chemical company and
is conducting research on weed control in
switchgrass. He plans to pursue a career in
agricultural management or consulting.

Entomology (M.S. and Ph.D. degrees only)
Graduates are grounded in insect
biology and an integrated approach to
insect-pest management. Careers range
from basic research to fields such as
agriculture, forestry and allied industries,
food safety, human and animal health and
others involving interaction of humans and
insects.
Jessica Hartshorn, a graduate student
from Dayton, Ohio, is conducting research
on wood wasps and their effects on pine
trees. Her goals include a doctoral degree
and possible career in the U.S. Forest
Service.

Meghan Ness
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Plant Pathology

Environmental, Soil, and
Water Science

Horticulture, Landscape and
Turf Sciences

A strong background in science and
practical applications prepares graduates for diverse careers in agriculture and
allied industries, government agencies and
education. Fields include environmental
consulting, waste management, land-use
planning and management or remediation
of ecological systems.
Bryant Baker, a senior from Fort
Smith, received a Student Undergraduate
Research Fellowship, which supported his
Honors Program research. He presented
the results of his research at a national
aquatic science meeting in Puerto Rico.

Students learn the science and practical application of horticultural practices
in diverse enterprises ranging from fruit,
vegetable and ornamental plants to landscaping to turfgrass for golf courses and
sports fields. A wide range of careers are
available, and many graduates own their
own businesses.
Danilo Tchoupe plans to return to
his home country of Cameroon when he
graduates. He has conducted an undergraduate research project on restoring
plant fertility through micro-propagation.
He believes his education will help him
greatly improve the horticulture industry
in Cameroon.

Food, Human Nutrition and
Hospitality

Human Development and
Family Sciences

Graduates are prepared for careers to
match their interests ranging from dieticians and nutrition specialists in health
care; the food industry; and the hospitality,
restaurant and tourism industry.
Heath Stephens, a senior from Fayetteville, has worked in middle management
for several years in the hospitality industry
and decided that a degree with a focus in
the Hospitality and Restaurant Management
concentration in the FHNH major would
help him advance in the career he enjoys.

Graduates are prepared for leadership positions related to development in
infancy, childhood, adolescence, adulthood and older adulthood within the
context of diverse family relationships and
socio-economic conditions. They are in
demand in the private and public sectors
for human resource management as well as
specialized human service businesses and
agencies, teaching and research.
Ray Dominguez, a senior from Bainbridge, Ga., and former offensive guard for
the Razorbacks, hopes he’ll find a career
in the NFL. But he plans to put his child
development training to work by establishing a youth center with a sports focus in his
hometown.

Food Science
Graduates are in demand for jobs in
the food and allied industries in management, product development, processing
technology, quality assurance, food safety,
marketing and other areas.
Famous Yang is a sophomore with a
double major in Food Science and Poultry
Science. He plans to add a culinary degree
to develop his ability as a chef to complement his food science background. He was
a student intern in the Walmart product
development department and is interested
in food product development as a career.

(M.S. and Ph.D. degrees only)

Graduates receive advanced training
emphasizing biological control of diseases
and weeds, breeding for disease resistance
in major crops, mycology, bacteriology,
nematology, virology and physiology of
pathogens. This background opens doors to
careers in agriculture and allied industries,
government agencies and universities.
Doctoral student Lou Hirsch is
conducting research on the fungus that
causes gray leaf spot in corn in an effort
to understand the genetic mechanism by
which the fungus infects the plant. He has
many options for career paths in agriculture and allied industries, research and
higher education.

Poultry Science
Graduates are in demand for a variety
of positions in poultry and meat companies
and allied industries. Students learn the science and business of poultry production,
processing, management and marketing.
A pre-veterinary medicine option prepares
students for veterinary school.
Easton Evans, a freshman from Waco,
Texas, grew up on a livestock farm and
enjoys animal agriculture, but he was
attracted to the idea of poultry science
rather than beef. He is considering career
options that include a wide range of opportunities in the poultry, meat and allied
industries. n

Bryan Kennedy

Clay Sasfai

To view videos, visit
http://bumperscollege.uark.edu/
2003.htm or download a QR code
reader to your mobile device
and scan this code.

Famous Yang
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Heath Stephens
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Outstanding alumni honored at Commencement

A

new DBCAFLS Alumni Society
Young Alumni Award was presented for the first time along
with the Outstanding Alumni Award
at Commencement for the Bumpers
College Class of 2011 May 14 in
Barnhill Arena.
n

T

n

n

he 2011 Outstanding Alumni
Award was presented to Harold
Herman Schmitz, chief science
officer for Mars,
Inc., and director of the Mars
Biomedical business unit. Schmitz
grew up in Fayetteville and received
a B.S. degree in
Food Science
Harold Herman
from the UniverSchmitz
sity of Arkansas in
1987. He has a master’s degree in
Food Science from the University of
Illinois and received a doctoral degree
in Food Science, with a minor in
Organic Chemistry, in 1993 at North
Carolina State University.
Prior to his current role, Schmitz
held various research and administrative positions within Mars. He
conducts research in the agricultural,
biomedical, clinical and engineering
sciences related to food production
and its influence on human and companion-animal health. In addition,
he is an advocate for enhancing the
contributions that science can make
to society and the environment, and
he presently serves on the executive
committee of the Government-University-Industry Research Roundtable
at The National Academies.
Schmitz is a visiting faculty
member at the University of California, Davis, and serves on advisory
boards at the Georgia Institute of
Technology, University of Illinois
and Washington University. He is a
member of the Sigma Xi Scientific
Research Society and Gamma Sigma
Delta, the Honor Society of Agriculture.
10

T

he first recipient of the
writes on her website. “My
DBCAFLS Alumni Socigrandmothers’ southern faire
ety Young Alumni Award is
is not to be forgotten. SevFran B. Free, “mother and
eral women in my family
founder” of Oh Baby Foods,
have had restaurants, catering
Inc., a Northwest Arkansas
businesses, and have written
baby food company that uses
cookbooks. Making wholesome
regionally raised ingredients
(and somewhat fancy) baby
for its purees. Free received a
foods is a natural fit for me.”
Fran B. Free
bachelor’s degree in EnvironFree’s inspiration for the
mental, Soil and Water Science in 2001
business was her daughter, Lucy, now
and a master’s degree in Agricultural
2½ years old. “I researched the jarred
Economics in 2008.
and frozen baby food options available
Free wrote the business plan for
to us and decided that, while they may
Oh Baby Foods while working on
be safe and contain many of the nutriher master’s degree and takes pride in
tive aspects our babies need, they’re
bragging on her alma mater by pointjust not good enough.”
ing out that her degree started working
Free represents the fourth generafor her before she even received it.
tion from her family’s farm in Lincoln
“I come from a long line of good
County. n
cooks who know good food,” Free

COMMENCEMENT 2011 —
Approximately 260 graduating
seniors enter Barnhill Arena
during the processional
for Bumpers College
Commencement May 14,
photo above. Afterward, the
new graduates called the Hogs
before Commencement closed
with the singing of the Alma
Mater.

The Graduate

Honors Program Distinguished Graduates

E

ight members of the Class of 2011 who
successfully completed the Bumpers College
Honors Program and are Honors Program
Distinguished Graduates are listed with their
hometown, major and faculty mentor.
Lauren Elizabeth Bland, Clearwater, Fla.,
Food, Human Nutrition and Hospitality,
Cynthia Moore.
n

Lauren Elizabeth
Bland

Kristen Alicia
Byrne

Christopher
Stephen Cotton

n

n

n

n

Rachel Marie
Henry

Sharon Faye
Holifield

Mary Catherine
Kordsmeier
n

n

n

Satoshi
Takaki

Kristen Alicia Byrne, Dierks,
Poultry Science, Gisela Erf.
Christopher Stephen Cotton, Russellville,
Environmental, Soil, and Water Sciences,
Brian Haggard.
Rachel Marie Henry, Fort Smith,
Animal Science, Charles Rosenkrans Jr.
Sharon Faye Holifield, Mountain Home,
Environmental, Soil, and Water Sciences,
Ken Korth.
Mary Catherine Kordsmeier, Conway,
Food Science, Luke Howard.
Satoshi Takaki, Fukuoka, Japan,
Environmental, Soil, and Water Sciences,
Duane Wolf.
Zoe Elizabeth Teague, Jonesboro,
Environmental, Soil, and Water Sciences,
Jennie Popp. n

Zoe Elizabeth
Teague

Student achievement recognized at awards banquet

A

wards recognizing outstanding
student achievement were presented at the annual Bumpers
College Honors and Awards Banquet
April 21 in the Alltel Ballroom in the
Arkansas Union.
The Greg Weidemann DBCALFS
Alumni Society Scholarship recipient
was Tara Johnson,
a junior Agricultural
Education, Communication and
Technology major
with an emphasis in
Agricultural Communications. She
is an Agricultural
Tara Lynn Johnson
Spring/Summer 2011

and Extension Education Department
Representative and vice president of
the Agricultural Communicators of
Tomorrow. She was the public relations intern for Arkansas Farm Bureau
during the summer of 2010. Tara is a
first-generation college student expecting to graduate one semester early in
December 2011.
The DBCAFLS Alumni Society
sponsors two Ring Scholar awards.
The 2011 recipients, who each receive
a class ring when they graduate, are
Kayla Christen Boling and Michael
Taylor Norton.
Kayla Christen Boling is a senior
Agricultural Business major with a

minor in Global Agricultural, Food and
Life Sciences. She is
vice president of the
Agriculture Business
Club and a member
of Collegiate 4-H/
FFA and Collegiate
Farm Bureau. In
Kayla Christen
summer 2011, she
Boling
plans to participate in
a community development project in
Dangriga, Belize, to assist in managing a sustainable school farm as well as
other service projects in the community. Kayla plans to pursue a career in
agriculture finance.
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Michael Taylor
Norton, a sophomore with a double
major in Agricultural
Business and Poultry
Science, is a Bumpers
College Ambassador
and president of Collegiate Farm Bureau,
Michael Taylor
and he chairs the
Norton
Parking and Transit
Committee while representing Bumpers College in the Associated Student
Government Senate. Mike was a member of the Poultry Judging Team last
fall and was the 2009-2010 Arkansas
FFA president among other activities.
This summer he will be interning for
the World Cocoa Foundation in Accra,
Ghana.
The Dale Bumpers Distinguished Scholars award is presented
to outstanding students pursuing
master’s and doctoral degrees and an
outstanding undergraduate transfer
student.
Doctoral student recipients are
Eduardo Masakazu Kawakami, in
Crop, Soil, and Environmental Sciences and Brittany Lynn White, in
Food Science.
Eduardo Masakazu Kawakami
has a B.S. degree in Agronomy from
the Universidade de
Sao Paulo and an
M.S. degree in Crop
Physiology from
the University of
Arkansas. His doctoral research is to
help cotton farmers
improve fertilization
Eduardo Masakazu
practices to obtain
Kawakami
higher yields and
less environmental impact. His career
goal is to assist in the development of
a more sustainable agricultural system
through research.
Brittany Lynn White received her
B.S. degree in Food
Science from the
University of Arkansas. Her research is in
the area of nutraceuticals and functional
food chemistry with
a focus on enhancing the extraction
Brittany Lynn
of polyphenolic
White
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compounds from cranberry pomace.
She has accepted a position as a postdoctoral research associate with the
Agricultural Research Service in the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.
The master’s degree student recipient was Jason Allen
Davis, an Agricultural and Extension
Education student
with a concentration in Agricultural
Systems Technology
Management. His
master’s research is
Jason Allen Davis
focused on possible
methods to reduce exhaust emissions
and improve engine performance in
diesel engines using emulsified biodiesel fuels. He plans to pursue a career
in agricultural education or in agriculture industry after graduation.
The transfer student award was
presented to Rachael Diane Pierce,
an Agricultural Education, Communication and Technology major
with a concentration in Agricultural
Education. She is a
member of Phi Theta
Kappa, Delta Tau
Alpha and Gamma
Sigma Delta and is
also a member of
Collegiate FFA/
Rachael Diane
4-H and the Ag
Pierce
Mechanics Club. She
expects to graduate in May 2012 and
plans to pursue a career as an agricultural science instructor.
The Senior Scholar award, which
signifies a 4.0 grade point average, was
presented to Fines Levi Hudson. The
son of Richard and Anita Hudson of
Mt. Judea, he is a
Food, Human Nutrition, and Hospitality
major with a concentration in Dietetics.
He is a member of
Alpha Zeta Honor
Society and the
Razorbacks for
Fines Levi
Christ ministries. He
Hudson
graduated in May
and will enroll at Harding University
at Searcy in August to pursue a master’s degree in the Physician’s Assistant
program.

The Presidential Scholar award is
for the student with the highest gradepoint average after
having earned at
least 45 credit hours.
The 2011 recipient is Alden Daniel
Smartt, an Environmental, Soil, and
Water Science major
with a minor in
Alden Daniel
Crop Management.
Smartt
He is a member of
Gamma Sigma Delta — the agricultural honor society — and the Crop,
Soil, and Environmental Sciences Club.
He expects to graduate in December
of 2011 and plans to pursue a career
in environmental or soil research or
management.
The John W. White Outstanding Student for 2011 is Kristen Alicia
Byrne, an honors student majoring in
Poultry Science with
a minor in Global
Agricultural, Food
and Life Sciences. In
2009 and 2010 Kristen was a mentor for
the Bumpers College
Connection program
and a member of
Kristen Alicia
the Dean’s Student
Byrne
Advisory Board. She
is currently president of the Poultry
Science Club and active in the children’s ministry of a local church. After
graduation Kristen will begin graduate
school in Poultry Science with a focus
in avian immunology.
The Spitze Public Policy Legislative Internship Award recipient was
John Shelby Gragg,
an Agricultural
Business major with
a minor in Political Science. He has
served as the University of Arkansas
College Republicans
president and operaJohn Shelby
tions director for the
Gragg
state party, and he
worked on numerous campaigns at the
state and local levels. He is the recipient
of the 2010 Triangle Insurance Scholarship and was the 2010 Alumni Society
Ring Scholar. n
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Division of Agriculture and Bumpers College
present faculty, staff awards

T

he University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture and
Bumpers College honored faculty and staff members at
an awards luncheon Jan. 7 in the John Q. Hammons
Convention Center in Rogers.
Vice President for Agriculture Mark Cochran said,
“We are extremely proud of the dedication, hard work and
accomplishments of these award recipients. They represent
some 1,700 faculty and staff members on five university
campuses, at research and extension centers and stations
throughout Arkansas and in all 75 counties.”
The Division of Agriculture includes the Cooperative
Extension Service and the Arkansas Agricultural Experiment
Station. Many research and extension faculty members are
also members of the teaching faculty on university campuses.
The Robert G.F. and Hazel Taylor Spitze Land
Grant University Faculty Award for Excellence was
presented to University Professor of Horticulture John R. Clark of Fayetteville,
director of the Division’s fruit breeding program. His “Arkansas blackberry
varieties,” grown coast-to-coast and in
many countries, include thornless varieties
and the first primocane-fruiting varieties,
which have the potential to revolutionize
blackberry production. Other fruits in the
John R. Clark
program include peaches, grapes, nectarines, blueberries and muscadines.
Jennie S. Popp of Fayetteville,
professor of Agricultural Economics and
Agribusiness, received the Jack G. Justus
Award for Teaching Excellence. She
developed and teaches an innovative curriculum on the economics of sustainability
and natural resource stewardship. She is
co-leader of the St. Matthews Sustainable
Jennie S. Popp
School Garden service learning project in
Belize.
The Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food and Life Sciences Alumni
Society Advising Award was presented
to Cynthia K. Moore of Fayetteville,
assistant professor of Food, Nutrition and
Hospitality. In addition to teaching, she
advises some 50 students, including those
in the Dietetics curriculum, to help them
Cynthia K.
secure internships leading to the RegisMoore
tered Dietician certification.
John W. White awards for teaching, research and extension service are named for the U of A System’s first vice
president for agriculture when the Division of Agriculture
was made a statewide unit of the U of A System in 1959.

Spring/Summer 2011

The John W. White Outstanding
Teaching Award went to Thomas A.
Costello of Fayetteville, associate professor
of Biological Engineering. He is a leader
of the senior design capstone experience
in Biological Engineering, which includes
hands-on prototyping, mentoring, working
with real clients and community outreach.
Thomas A.
His students have won several national
Costello
design competitions.
The John W. White Outstanding
Research Award was presented to Professor Billy M. Hargis, D.V.M., Ph.D.,
Diplomate of A.C.P.V. He is director of
the Division of Agriculture’s J.K. Skeeles
Poultry Health Laboratory in Fayetteville.
He was instrumental in developing a series
of patented or patent-pending bacterial
vectored vaccines to help control several
Billy M. Hargis
economically important pathogens, including the avian influenza virus.
The John W. White Outstanding
Extension State Faculty Award went to
Associate Professor Ronald L. Rainey,
who has developed innovative extension
programs on the production economics of
specialty crops and alternative agriculture.
He helped secure a grant that resulted in
Arkansas being the lead institution for the
Ronald L. Rainey
Southern Risk Management Education
Center and is co-director of the center.
The John W. White Outstanding
County Extension Educator Award winner was Lisa Washburn, county extension
agent-family and consumer sciences in
Garland County. She provides local and
statewide leadership for health promotion
programs and initiated the Strong Women
fitness program as a county extension
Lisa Washburn
activity.
The John W. White Outstanding Team Award went
to the Herbicide Resistant Weed Management Team,
which is addressing one of the most economically important
issues in Arkansas agriculture— glyphosate-resistant weed
populations. The team has developed and promotes the use
of practices to avoid or delay the selection of resistant weed
populations in crops fields. Team members are Crop, Soil,
and Environmental Science faculty members Professor Nilda
Burgos and Associate Professor Jason K. Norsworthy on
the Fayetteville campus; Professor Robert C. Scott at the
Lonoke Extension and Research Center; Professor
13

Division awards
(Continued from page 13)

Nilda R.
Burgos

Jason K.
Norsworthy

Robert C.
Scott

Kenneth L. Smith

Bob Reynolds

Herbicide
Resistant
Weed
Management
Team

Kenneth L. Smith at the Southeast Research and Extension Center in Monticello; and Bob Reynolds, director of
extension communications and marketing, Little Rock.
The John W. White Non-Classified Support Personnel Award for the Agricultural Experiment Station was
presented to Randy N. Cingolani, a program technician

at the Rohwer Research
Station in Desha County.
He works with project
leaders, graduate students
and staff to conduct field
experiments.
The John W. White
Non-Classified Support
Personnel Award for the
Ronnie J.
Randy N.
Bateman
Cooperative Extension
Cingolani
Service went to Ronnie J.
Bateman, an employee of
the Southwest Research
and Extension Center
near Hope, where Bateman is supervisor of the
Division’s Nematode
Diagnostic Laboratory.
The John W. White
Larry A. Fowler
Eva Johnson
Classified Support
Personnel Award for the
Cooperative Extension Service went to Eva Johnson, administrative assistant in the Ouachita District office in Little Rock.
She assists faculty and staff in 25 counties with administrative
and organizational activities.
The John W. White Classified Support Personnel
Award recipient for the Agricultural Experiment Station was
Larry A. Fowler, farm foreman at the Judd Hill Cooperative Research Station near Marked Tree. He was instrumental
in transitioning field research projects from the closed Delta
Branch Station in Crittenden County to Judd Hill. n

Agriculture Hall of Fame inducts Shult and Morelock

T

he Arkansas Agriculture Hall of
Fame at its annual ceremony March
11 in Little Rock inducted Milo J. Shult
of Conway, who retired in January as
the University of Arkansas System’s vice
president for agriculture, and the late
Teddy Morelock, one of the nation’s
premier vegetable breeders and a Bumpers College horticulture professor for
Milo J. Shult
35 years.
Also inducted were Don W. Alexander of Bryant, retired director of the Arkansas State Plant
Board and head of the Agricultural Council of Arkansas;
Jerry L. Hall of Damascus, BSA ’56, a dairyman active in
promotion of the dairy industry; and Hugh D. McClain of
Mountain Home, former president of the National Turkey
Federation.
Shult, leader of the Division of Agriculture for 18
years, said, “I was blessed with excellent faculty and staff
in the Division of Agriculture, an organization that is farflung across the state; people who are totally dedicated to
helping those they serve.”
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University System President B. Alan
Sugg said, “During his tenure, the Division
has expanded its vital role in supporting the
University of Arkansas’ land grant mission
by conducting cutting-edge research and
providing outstanding extension education to the agricultural industry, families,
youth and communities of Arkansas. He is
widely recognized as one of the most effecTeddy Morelock
tive leaders among our nation’s land grant
universities.”
Shult enhanced Division facilities across the state, from
a new Cooperative Extension Service headquarters in Little
Rock to new facilities at all five research and extension centers,
eight research stations, a number of county extension offices
and other units.
Morelock, who died in April 2009, released several widelygrown Southern pea and spinach varieties. His daughter, Leslie
Roye of Fayetteville, accepted the award.
The Agriculture Hall of Fame is sponsored by the Arkansas
State Chamber of Commerce and Arkansas Farm Bureau. n
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Student teams do well
in competitions

B
Richard J.
Norman

Gus
Lorenz

Donald C.
Steinkraus

Gamma Sigma Delta
presents faculty awards,
student scholarships

M

ary Savin, president of the Arkansas chapter
of Gamma Sigma Delta, the honor society of
agriculture, presented faculty awards and student
scholarships at the society’s annual awards and initiation program March 29 in the Hembree Auditorium
of the AFLS Building at the University of Arkansas.
Savin is an associate professor of Crop, Soil, and
Environmental Sciences in Bumpers College.
The Research Award of Merit was presented
to Richard J. Norman, professor of Crop, Soil, and
Environmental Sciences; the Teaching Award of
Merit recipient was Donald C. Steinkraus, professor
of Entomology; and the Extension Award of Merit
was presented to Gus Lorenz, associate head of the
Department of Entomology, Cooperative Extension
Service, University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture, Little Rock.
Student awards included the Gamma Sigma
Delta Scholarship presented to Ethan Holt of
Buckeye, Ariz., whose major is Poultry Science; the
Lippert Ellis Scholarship presented to Holly Tallon,
an Environmental, Soil, and Water Science major
from Coppell, Texas; and the John W. White Scholarship presented to Hanna Kildow of Fayetteville,
whose major is Agricultural Education, Communication and Technology.
Rick Norman is internationally recognized for
his research on improving the efficiency of nitrogen fertilization of rice. His Division of Agriculture
research team has developed the first site-specific
nitrogen soil test for rice.
Gus Lorenz directs the statewide entomology
extension program that assists farmers and others
in managing insect pests. He created the nationally
recognized County Integrated Pest Management
Grants Program.
Don Steinkraus teaches core courses for
entomology graduate students and organizes the
Insect Festival of Arkansas in Fayetteville, which
is attended by several thousand visitors. n
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umpers College student teams represented the University of
Arkansas well in recent competitions.
The Department of Entomology’s Linnaean Games Team placed
second at the competition at the Entomological Society of America’s
Southeastern Branch meeting March 24 in San Juan, Puerto Rico,
and will compete in the national contest in Reno, Nev., in November. Team members are Sam Kim, Carey Minteer, Jessica Hartshorn,
Bryan Petty, and Ray Fisher. Faculty advisor is Ashley Dowling.
The Livestock Judging Team won third place at the Southwestern Stock Show judging contest for the second straight year Feb.
5 in Fort Worth and second at the Dixie National contest Feb. 12
in Jackson, Miss. Team members are Brett Isbell, AnnHiedi Reed,
Lauren Wilson, Rachael Guidry, Blaize Wynn, Tiffany Evans and
Tom Devine. Coach is Bryan Kutz and assistant coach is graduate
student Ryan Page.
The Soil Judging Team earned a trip to the National Soil Judging Contest for the second straight year by placing third in the 2010
Region IV Collegiate Soil Judging Contest in October at Louisiana State University. Team members, coached by Kris Brye, are
Corey Lacey, Christine Cooley, Michael Kirch, Chris Cotton, Alden
Smartt, Taylor Adams, Satoshi Takaki, Ben Watson, Chessica Rizley,
Bethany Lavelle, Stephanie Kulesza and Troy Warden.
The Turfgrass Science Team placed in the top 20 of 87 teams
at the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America’s 17th
Annual Collegiate Turf Bowl competition Feb. 10 in Orlando, Fla.
Team members are Scott Hendrickson, Nathan Tompkins, Lee Gatlin, Nic Brouwer, Conor Cummings and Kory Crews. Coaches are
doctoral students Joey Young and Dan Strunk. n

Castrodale receives
AOCS Awards

F

ood Science M.S. student Chelsey Castrodale received a 2011
Honored Student Award and the 2011 Peter and Claire Kalustian
Scholarship of The American Oil Chemists’ Society as the outstanding Honor Student. She was invited to present a paper at the
society’s annual meeting on her research, “Oxidative Stability of
Conjugated Linoleic Rich Oil,” which is supervised by her advisor,
Professor Andy Proctor. n

Apparel Studies students
win fashion awards

M

organ Wood won first place and a $2,500 scholarship in the
Retail Merchandising Competition Nov. 12 at the Fashion
Group International Career Day in Chicago. Classmate Alex Williams of Norman, Okla., was a finalist.
Three students won awards at the Fashion Group International
Career Day competition in Dallas April 1. Ashley Taylor placed second in the Cotton, Wool and Mohair Trend Board contest. Lauren
Koenigsman placed third in the trend board competition. Jeremy
Lutat placed third in the DAVACO Excellence in Merchandising
contest. n
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Animal Science Ph.D. degree helped launch

world’s leading hackle farm

T

homas Whiting founded Whiting
Farms in 1989, the year after he
received his Ph.D. degree in Animal Science from the University of
Arkansas. His company at Delta in western
Colorado is now the world’s leading supplier of quality fly-tying hackle (feathers)
— for fly fishing.
Whiting Farms also recently became
the leading supplier of feathers used for
the current fashion trend of colorful “hair
extensions” made from the long saddle
feathers from the backs of roosters. Whiting
said demand for hair extension feathers
virtually exploded after his feathers were
used in a dress by Paris designer Jean Paul
Gaultier.
Whiting is not a fisherman or fly tier,
but he has been fascinated by poultry
genetics since he was about 10 and raised
a few chickens in the Denver suburbs. After
earning a B.S. degree at Colorado State and
a master’s degree at the University of Georgia, both in Poultry Science, he worked
at Morning Fresh Farms in Colorado for
two-and-a-half years where he further
honed his genetics expertise. He chose the
University of Arkansas for his doctorate to
work with highly regarded poultry scientists who formed the nucleus of the future
Poultry Science Department.

HACKLE MASTER — Thomas Whiting, Ph.D.,
shows examples of roosters he breeds for flytying hackle.
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In a Fly Rod & Reel
magazine article, writer
Darrel Martin says
Whiting started with
the famed Hoffman
Hackle breeding line,
which was developed
by Henry Hoffman
of Oregon. He has
since acquired other
breeding stock
and developed his
own, including
a “mock heron”
line from Chinese
Silkie chickens,
mock partridge
plumage and
the American
Hackle, the
first genetic
wetfly hackle,
among others.
Breeder flocks undergo
constant refinement, Martin writes. “The
breeding challenge appears in the diverse
cape traits: feather length, feather density,
webbing, barb length, barb density, feather
range, stem taper, wrapping ease and
sheen. A few traits are highly heritable,
most are moderately so and a couple are
excruciatingly low. Producing mock heron
and partridge plumage from chickens
requires meticulous science as well as
considerable alchemy.”
In a somewhat technical but entertaining treatise on hackle genetics by
Whiting on the Uncle Gink’s Cave website
at http://www.uncleginkscave.com/GCWhitingHackleFarms.html, Whiting settles
the age-old “chicken or egg” controversy,
as follows.
“Birds are actually just specialized
and evolved reptiles. It doesn’t take a great
stretch of the imagination to realize feathers are really just elongated, specialized
scales. In fact birds still have reptile-like
scales covering their feet and shanks. So,
if anyone ever asks you which came first,
the chicken or the egg, answer confidently,
‘Obviously, the egg!’ And if they dare to
challenge this assertion simply point out
that chickens originated from Junglefowl,
which evolved out of millions of years of

FINE FEATHERS — Paris designer Jean Paul
Gaultier saw a sample of Whiting Farms
feathers in a fly fishing shop
and ordered enough
to make a dress that
was featured on the
cover of Paris Capitale
magazine. Publicity
about the dress led to
an explosion of demand
for the feathers, which
are dyed to make colorful
hair extensions, a current
fashion trend.

evolution from the first bird, Archaeopteryx, which evolved out of a reptile that
certainly laid eggs — so without a doubt
the egg came vastly first, not the chicken!”
The success of Whiting and Whiting
Farms has earned many accolades, including the Lifetime Achievement Award from
Fly Tier magazine and a Small Business
Exporter of the Year award for the state of
Colorado and another for the Rocky Mountain Region. n

To visit the Whiting Farms website at
http://www.whitingfarms.com/ on a
mobile device with
a QR code reader,
scan this code:

To visit Uncle Gink’s
Cave site mentioned
above, scan this code:
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Academic departments honor alumni

D

epartmental awards honoring
alumni achievement presented
recently include the following.
Scott Salom, professor of entomology at
Virginia Tech University,
was named the 2010
Entomology Distinguished Alumnus. He
has conducted extenScott Salom
sive forest entomology
research and helped to form the Southern Pine Beetle Working Group. He
has an M.S. degree from the University
of Arkansas and a Ph.D. from the University of British Columbia.
Larry West, National
Soil Survey Leader
of USDA-Natural
Resources Conservation
Service in Lincoln, Neb.,
was honored by the
Department of Crop,
Larry West
Soil, and Environmental
Sciences. A native of Blytheville, West
has B.S. and M.S. degrees from the
U of A and a Ph.D. from Texas A&M.
The Arkansas Academy of Biological and Agricultural Engineering
inducted Gregory Baltz, Earl Vories
and Dawn K. Wheeler-Redfearn.
Baltz, managing
partner of Running
Lake Farm in Randolph
County, served as the
Knights of Columbus top executive in
Arkansas and an elected Gregory Baltz
executive officer of the
international organization for three
years before returning to manage the
family farm. He has a B.S. degree from the
U of A.
Vories, an engineer
for the USDA Agricultural Research Service’s
Cropping Systems and
Water Quality Research
Unit in Columbia,
Earl Vories
Mo., was at the U of A
Division of Agriculture’s Northeast
Research and Extension Center at
Keiser for 16 years. He has B.S. and

Spring/Summer 2011

M.S. degrees from the U of A and a
Ph.D. from the University of Tennessee.
Wheeler-Redfearn
has held a variety of
engineering and management positions with
the International Paper
Company in TexarDawn K.
kana and is currently
Wheelerproducts development
Redfearn
and trial coordinator.
She has B.S. and M.B.A. degrees from
the U of A.
The Department of Animal
Science presented its Advanced
Graduate of Distinction award to
H. Werner Essig and its Graduate of
Distinction awards to David R. Carpenter and Quintin B. Welch.
Essig of Starkville,
Miss., was a professor of animal science
at Mississippi State
where the H.W. Essig
Nutrition Laboratory was established
H. Werner Essig
in 1997. He has B.S.
and M.S. degrees from the U of A and a
Ph.D. from the University of Illinois.
Carpenter of
Brookfield, Wisc., is
president of the North
American activities
for Chr. Hansen,
Inc., a global biotech
company providing
David R.
cultures, enzymes and
Carpenter
natural colors to the
food industry. He has a B.S. degree
from the U of A.
Welch served on
university faculties in
California, Maryland
and Missouri and
in the Kansas City
Department of Health
Quintin B.
where he produced
Welch
the first irrefutable
analysis that confirmed detrimental
effects of smoking during pregnancy.
He has a B.S. degree from the U of A
and an M.S. degree from Oklahoma
State University. n

Class Notes
E-mail your class notes to
Trina Holman, tfholman@uark.edu, or
fax to 479-575-6890 or mail to
Bumpers College Alumni Society,
E108 AFLS Building, University of
Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR 72701.

1940s
Frances Bollinger Burleson, BSHE
’43, and Clay Burleson, BSCE ’49, celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary
at their home in Kerrville, Texas Jan. 19,
2011.
Professor Emeritus Connell “C.J.”
Brown, BSA ’48, Fayetteville recently
finished a small book, “Hard Times
in God’s Country,” about the Great
Depression days in a small Ozark mountain town. Email cjb1924@gmail.com for
information on ordering.

1950s
Jerry Hall, BSA ’56, Damascus, has
been inducted into the Arkansas Agriculture Hall of Fame. Hall has been a leader
in dairy production in the state since
opening his farm with only 12 Holsteins
in 1958.

1960s
Monty Henderson, BSA ’69, former
president and chief operating officer of
George’s, Inc., was named Workhorse
of the Year by US POULTRY during
the 2011 International Poultry Expo in
Atlanta.

1980s
Branon R. Thiesse, BS ’80 MS ’84,
joined the U of A Cooperative Extension
Service last fall as CEA staff chair. He
and his wife Susan live in Jonesboro.
Helen Denniston, BSA ’84, was
promoted to State Resource Conservationist for the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) in Alaska.

1990s
John Charles Easley, BSA ’92, completed USAF Air Command and Staff
College receiving a master’s degree in
Military Operational Art and Science
through Air University in February 2011.

2000s
Jon Moyle, MS ’08 PhD ’10, of
Elkins recently returned from Bangladesh where he taught poultry production
to the people there.
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Amanda Wheaton-Collins, BSHES ’08 MS
’10, was named manager of the Children’s Learning Center at the University of Southern Indiana.

2010s
Shannon (Bemrose) Pennington, BSHE ’10,
of West Fork is a designer with the Walt Disney
Company in Kissimmee, Fla. She is married to
Andrew Pennington of Tampa.

Weddings
Glenyce Feeney, BSHE ’69, and Donald R.
Bennett, MA ’73 and JD ’74, Little Rock, were
married August 26, 2010, in Anchorage, Alaska.
James Enderby Bidlack, MS ’86, and Jocelyn
Bennett were married May 21, 2010.
Justin Lee Goforth, BSA ’00 MS ’01, and
Deborah Ann Vlasic were married Oct. 16, 2010,
and reside in Springdale.
Christopher John Franke, BS ’05, married
Helen Sharp Hamlin, BS ’05, Nov. 6, 2010. The
couple resides in Little Rock.

In Memorium
1930s
Dorothy Guilliams Steele, BSHE ’37, Inkom,
Idaho, died July 2010.
Thomas J. “Jack” Reed, BSA ’39, Richmond,
Va., died Dec. 13, 2010. He retired from Old
Dominion University as associate professor of
finance.
Beatrice Withers, BSHE ’39, Lavaca, died Nov.
10, 2010.

1940s
Roberta Douglas Cummings Tucker, BSHE
’40, Rogers, died Feb. 9, 2011.
Leon E. Evans, BSA ’41, Hamburg, died Jan.
3, 2011. He was an Air Force pilot during WWII,
administrator in the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association in Washington and owned
Evans Greenhouse.
Dixie Wyatt Speer, BSHE ’41, died Jan. 21,
2011. She was a member of Zeta Tau Alpha for
more than 70 years and an active community
volunteer.
Mary Ann Jackson, BSHE ’43 MS ’51, Cave
City, died Nov. 30, 2010. She taught home economics in Arkansas and Iowa.
James Thomas Chambers, BSA ’46 MS ’52,
Samson, Ala., died Jan. 3, 2011.
Lehman C. Fowler, BSA ’48, Brinkley, died
Feb. 26, 2011. He was a U.S. Navy WWII
Veteran and began his career as a farm manager

for the R.E. Short farm near Moro. He served
on the boards of directors of Riceland Foods,
Arkansas Farm Bureau and the Agricultural
Policy Institute at North Carolina State. He was
inducted in to the Arkansas Agriculture Hall of
Fame in 1996.
Charles “Bradley” Finney, BSA ’49, Batesville, died Feb. 20, 2011. He served in the U.S.
Army during the Korean War and worked 35
years for the USDA Soil Conservation Service in
Independence County.
Abie Ray Hester, BSA ’49 MS ’65, Russellville, died Nov. 18, 2010.

1950s
Paul Bayley, BSA ’51, Fayetteville, died Nov.
18, 2010. He was a farmer and research specialist at the University of Arkansas.
Franklin Martin Blair, BSA ’51 MED ’58,
Fort Smith, died Jan. 3, 2011. He served in the
U.S. Army and taught science for 30 years.
H. Doyle Duckett, BSA ’52, Ozark, died
Oct. 30, 2010. He was retired assistant director
of vo-tech in Ozark.
Oswald Weise Jr., BSA ’52 MED ’62, Little
Rock, died Feb. 9, 2011. He was a WWII Army
Veteran and a vocational education pioneer,
designed one of the first mechanics programs
and went on to be a farm mechanics specialist in
the Arkansas Department of Education.
Ethelyn “Lyn” Broyles Hatfield, BSHE ’54,
Imperial Beach, Calif., died Dec. 14, 2010. She
taught in public schools for 24 years.
Henry Kyle Fields, BSA ’55 MS ’56, Tulsa,
Okla., died Feb. 6, 2011. He retired from the
Army Corps of Engineers.
Claude Jones, BSA ’55 JD ’78, Harrison,
died Feb. 2010.
Larkin Brown, BSA ’56 MS ’66, Monticello,
died March 16, 2011. He was a retired Drew
County Extension Agent Staff Chairman.
Jack T. Harrington, BSA ’56 MED ’63,
Magnolia, died March 26, 2011.
Jerry Smith, BSA ’57 MS ’67, Benton, died
Dec. 4, 2010. He was a county extension agent.

1970s
Janie L. Noisewater, BSHE ’71 MED ’77,
Fayetteville, died Jan. 2, 2011. She was a special
education teacher at Mountainburg Public
Schools.

2000
Margaret Ellen Secks, MS ’01, Fayetteville,
died Sept. 5, 2010.

bumperscollege.uark.edu
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IN MEMORIUM

Jonathan Fitch
1950-2011

Jonathan Stuart “Jon”
Fitch, 60, of Hindsville, died
February 26, 2011, at the University of Arkansas for Medical
Science in Little Rock. He
was director of the Arkansas
Livestock and Poultry Commission, had served 24 years in
the Arkansas State Legislature,
was a sixth generation farmer
and was a graduate of the
University of Arkansas with a
BSBA degree. Funeral services
were held March 3 in Giffels
Auditorium in Old Main on
the University of Arkansas
campus with Father Lowell
Grisham and Governor Mike
Beebe officiating.

Chris Stiegler
1975-2010

Chris Stiegler, 35, who
received a Ph.D. degree in
Plant Science in May 2010,
and his wife, Jenny Stiegler, 32,
died Dec. 24 in an automobile
accident near Thornton, Texas.
Their 8-month-old daughter,
Emily, survived the crash, which
also claimed the lives of Joe
and Cecelia Hubbard, whose
pickup crossed the center line
and hit the Stieglers’ vehicle,
according to the Department
of Public Safety Office in Waco.
Stiegler had just completed his
first semester as a soil and crop
sciences faculty member specializing in turf science at Texas
A&M University, after earning
his doctorate from the University of Arkansas.
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Professional societies recognize faculty achievement

R

ecent major awards for Bumpers
College faculty members include the
following.
Professor Andrew Sharpley, Crop,
Soil, and Environmental Sciences,
received the 2010 IPNI Science Award
from the International Plant Nutrition
Institute for leadership in determining
the fate and transport of phosphorus
in agricultural systems and its environmental impact. Sharpley is co-director of
the Division of Agriculture’s Watershed
Research and Education Center in Fayetteville and co-chair of the Division’s
statewide Environmental Task Force.
Professor Richard J. Norman
received the Rice Industry Award for
2010 sponsored by Syngenta, Rice
Farming magazine and the USA Rice
Federation. Norman, a soil scientist in
the Department of Crop, Soil, and Environmental Sciences, was cited for playing
a major role in increasing the efficiency
of nitrogen fertilizer utilization by rice
plants.

Andrew Sharpley

Harrison M. Pittman

Richard J. Norman

Andrew Proctor

Harrison M. Pittman, director of
the National Agricultural Law Center
at the University of Arkansas, received
the American Agricultural Law Association’s first Excellence in Agricultural
Law Award. The NALC is a partnership
of the University of Arkansas Division
of Agriculture and the University of
Arkansas School of Law. The award
cited Pittman’s leadership in support
of private and corporate law practice,
academia, government and non-governmental organizations.
Food Science Professor Andrew
Proctor was named a Fellow of the
American Oil Chemist Society, which is
the society’s highest honor for outstanding research, teaching and service.
He was cited for his research that has
led to new uses for agricultural products
and co-products and his leadership of
an exchange program for students from
Europe, Arkansas and other states as
U.S. director of the Atlantis Program in
Biorenewables and Clean Energy. n

